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Deandrea Stowe, who is pursuing her master’s degree in Athletic Training, presents “Recommendations
and Considerations for Return to Play Protocols for Athletes Who Test Positive for COVID-19.”

Library Gives Award for Student
Research Excellence
By: Jodi Poe

HCL congratulates a deserving
student at the 2022 Student
Research Symposium.

The selection committee was pleased
to see so many outstanding contenders,
especially from the fields of Kinesiology
and Sports Medicine, for the HCL Award
for Research Excellence at the Student
Symposium this year. The committee
selected Ms. Deandrea Stowe as the
winner because the committee members were particularly impressed with
her usage of Library databases and electronic resources to conduct such a thorough examination of peer-reviewed literature, which she presented in a clear
and engaging manner. She did a fantastic job parsing which sources returned
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by her research were within scope
through the use of specific inclusion criteria for this project; she also had specific criteria to determine the authority
of those sources. Ms. Stowe used a detailed scale to evaluate the studies for
quality and validity. The critical analysis
she performed highlighted published
scholarship relevant to answering her
research question of how best to create return to play protocols for athletes
who have tested positive for COVID-19.
This research is of obvious value, since
COVID-19 is now endemic, and evidence-based return to play protocols
are needed for athletes who have contracted the virus. Check out Ms. Stowe’s
award winning research paper and presentation at https://digitalcommons.
jsu.edu/ce_jsustudentsymp_2022/30/.
Congratulations, Deandrea!
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Adding a New
Player
By: Karlie Johnson & Kimberly Westbrooks

HCL incorporates gaming into
Library instruction.
Librarians at Houston Cole Library are finding new
and inventive ways to motivate students to critically engage with research, library services, and
information resources. Methods centered around
gamification and game-based learning have taken
the information literacy community by storm. Gamification and game-based learning involves applying
elements of game play and design to non-traditional
gaming areas, like information literacy, to help motivate and engage users with educational content.
Gamification and game-based learning have added
to, and in some cases replaced, traditional lectures,
creating memorable experiences for students with
limited knowledge of the Library and its collections.
Gamification methods used in libraries have been
designed to engage a person’s motivation while
increasing information retention and critical thinking. These experiences have captured the attention
of students who may otherwise struggle to understand the application of information and its organizational systems and structures. Librarianship is,
by nature, a practical profession steeped deeply in
the application of knowledge. What better way to
teach information literacy than through application, which gamification and game-based learning
can achieve. HCL librarians have embraced the application of gamification and game-based learning
into their library instruction in dynamic ways.
Scavenger Hunts in libraries are almost as old as
the library itself. Library scavenger hunts have been

used widely to direct students to specific information collections and services via clever clues to motivate students through competition. As a result, the students get the satisfaction of discovering the information and
have cultivated critical thinking skills. Scavenger Hunts have been employed at the Library as both an assignment and as part of events. Where
these fun teaching tools have changed is with the introduction of digital
resources and tools. With COVID-19 precautions and some patrons unable
to visit physical collections, the traditional scavenger hunt tool has been
given a digital facelift. To appeal to online students and introduce digital
collections, Yingqi Tang has created digital scavenger hunts.

Gamification engages motivation while
increasing information retention.

Tang was the first to use augmented reality (A.R.) technologies at HCL
to introduce physical and digital collections simultaneously, at a patron-driven pace. Most recently, Tang has used this technology to
spotlight cultural facts and experiences during Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month. Using the same technology, Kim Westbrooks used an
augmented reality puzzle to teach Introduction to Business students how
to access both book and digital collections, introducing them to the tools
needed for business information retrieval.
Karlie Johnson, HCL Instruction Committee Chair, introduced the use of
escape room kits to teach first-year students how to access and engage
with basic Library resources. The game setting and puzzles were created
by Johnson and were inspired by escape room games from the University
of North Alabama. The idea behind using escape game kits for first-year
instruction was to help new students overcome library anxiety while introducing the Library in a fun, active way. The escape kits were also used
by Westbrooks for an Honor’s College Research course, teaching Library
organization and search techniques. Since their introduction, the Library
has used escape kits in multiple areas of Library engagement.
Librarians at the HCL continue their commitment to helping JSU students on their research journeys through innovative instruction methods.
Game-based learning is just the beginning of the Library’s future instruction initiatives.
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New Library
Resources
By: Jodi Poe

The Library adds a new resource,
PsycTESTS, to its collections.

The Library is pleased to announce a new resource
is now available! APA PsycTESTS is now available for
you to use. PsycTESTS, produced by the American
Psychological Association (APA), serves as a
repository for a growing selection of psychological
tests and measures, including thousands of actual
test instruments and test items that are available
for immediate download and use in research and
teaching. International in scope, PsycTESTS also
provides access to an increasing number of tests
that are available in languages other than English.
PsycTESTS is an authoritative source of structured
information about tests of relevance to psychologists
and professionals in related fields such as psychiatry,
management, business, education, social science,
neuroscience, law, medicine, and social work. While
focused on contemporary instances of test use,
coverage spans more than a century.
Check out PsycTESTS today at https://libguides.jsu.
edu/resources/EBSCOpsyctests.

Above: Cocky takes a well-earned break to catch up on his studying and peruse Library
resources.

Game Studies

In Fall 2022, JSU’s English Department rolls out a new minor: Game Studies. The Library is ready to help
students up their game in this lucrative, rapidly-growing field.

Page 3

Library Welcomes New Fine Arts
Librarian
By: Kimberly Westbrooks

The newest member of the HCL team, Tim Whittemore, comes onboard as Fine Arts subject specialist.
Tim Whittemore is a man of many talents and interests. His
undergraduate degree is a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish. He was
a Spanish teacher, as well as an English as a second language
instructor within the Polk County, Georgia, school system from
2005 to 2011. During that time, he also worked as a library
assistant and completed his Master of Education degree from
Grand Canyon University, Phoenix, Arizona. Thankfully for
HCL, Whittemore decided to change career paths and attain a
Master of Library and Information Studies from the University
of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Whittemore is a familiar face
on the Jacksonville State University campus, as he arrived as

It goes without saying that I am
an avid reader.
Coordinator of the Instructional Services Unit in the College of
Education in January 2014. He later worked in JSU’s Technical
Support Center on the Library’s 9th floor, starting in December
2019. If Whittemore sounds like something of a Renaissance man,
it’s because that description fits him quite well. His education
and experience fit well with his duties as Fine Arts Librarian,
overseeing varied collections and information services related
to Art, Communication, Drama, Languages, Music, and Religion.

While reading about Whittemore’s education and experience,
you may come to the conclusion that he does not have time for
hobbies, but such is not the case. When asked about his hobbies,
Whittemore replies, “I feel like it goes without saying that I am
an avid reader. My favorite authors include Stephen King and
Agatha Christie. My favorite hobbies are music, theatre, and
board gaming. Thanks to my coworkers, I am now an anime
fan as well. Long live Totoro!” Additionally, Whittemore enjoys
travel and utilizing his knowledge of romance languages,
especially Spanish. When asked what he likes most about his
new position, Whittemore says, “On the 6th floor, you can strum
a ukulele, check out a GoPro, listen to Ella Fitzgerald and Tito
Puente on vinyl, read about the Protestant Reformation, look at
some amazing student artwork, play a Sondheim score, watch
Princess Mononoke, and learn Arabic. What a cool place!”
Whittemore further explains, “During my undergrad days as a
Spanish major, I would regularly study on the 6th floor. I also have
fond memories of listening to vinyl records in the Multimedia
Lab to pass time between classes. For some reason, listening
to the original double album of Jesus Christ Superstar with the
intertwined angels logo was a core undergraduate memory for
me. When I started my position as Fine Arts Librarian, I stumbled
across that same double set. It is proudly on display near my
office (come listen… that overture rocks!).” Stop by and meet
Tim Whittemore on the 6th floor!
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Spotlight on Digital
Collections
By: Allison Boswell

See the spotlights below to explore popular items in
JSU Digital Commons.

JSU Digital Commons houses the Library’s
digitized archival collections, and also
serves as an openly-accessible repository
for JSU faculty and student scholarship.
Through this resource, the Library can
help you showcase your scholarly output,
greatly increasing the reach of your work.
We can provide an online conference
presence, host open access journals,
and much more. Digital Commons gives

users permanent, open links to their work
and offers a variety of metrics. Users can
schedule monthly, customized emails
to see how many times their scholarship
has been downloaded and the geographic
distribution of their users, worldwide.
Scholarly articles, presentations, theses/
dissertations, artwork, lectures, journals,
posters, and creative writing are just a few
of the types of content in Digital Commons,

and the Library is actively seeking your
contributions. If you have questions or
need assistance, please contact Allison
Boswell (amboswell@jsu.edu, (256) 7828137). More information and instructional
videos are available at https://libguides.
jsu.edu/digital_collections/jsudc.

Spotlight: Archival
Photographs
The Library’s digitized historical image collection features over
50,000 images and counting, and sees significant downloads.
As seen in the photographic print at left, in 1938 a devastating
flood overran Wetumpka, Alabama, submerging its downtown
district. As the flood waters recede, people wade through water
in the streets as others paddle through in boats. One car drives
through the water. Thompson’s Café of Home Cooked Meals,
Standard Oil Products, and the Bank of Wetumpka are shown.

Spotlight: John Henry
Caldwell Collection
John Henry Caldwell (1826-1902) was a prominent member
of Jacksonville society — a teacher, attorney, newspaper
editor, lieutenant colonel during the Civil War, trustee for
the University of Alabama, member of the Alabama House
of Representatives, and US Congressman. This collection
includes personal correspondence written by and concerning
Caldwell, his wife, Mary Darthula Greer Caldwell, their
children, and immediate family and friends. The original
items are housed in the Library’s Alabama Gallery Special

Users in 170 countries
have accessed DC
scholarship

105,107 downloads
from JSU’s collections

89 downloads
since April 2022

Users from 2,667
unique institutions

Library Research and
Scholarship
By: Kimberly Stevens

Houston Cole Library faculty have had another productive semester
of research, publications, and honors.

Allison Boswell,
Assistant Professor

Fall 2021

Peer-reviewed
Publication

Graham, John-Bauer, Boswell, Allison,
and Latham, Bethany. “Fight On, Fight On,
for Ole Jax State: Houston Cole Library’s
Historical Collections Highlight JSU’s Resiliency During Its First Pandemic.” The
Alabama Librarian, v.59, no.2 (Fall 2021).

John-Bauer Graham,
Distinguished Professor

Fall 2021

Peer-reviewed
Publication

Graham, John-Bauer, Boswell, Allison,
and Latham, Bethany. “Fight On, Fight On,
for Ole Jax State: Houston Cole Library’s
Historical Collections Highlight JSU’s Resiliency During Its First Pandemic.” The
Alabama Librarian, v.59, no.2 (Fall 2021).

Bethany Latham,
Professor

Fall 2021

Graham, John-Bauer, Boswell, Allison,
and Latham, Bethany. “Fight On, Fight On,
for Ole Jax State: Houston Cole Library’s
Historical Collections Highlight JSU’s Resiliency During Its First Pandemic.” The
Alabama Librarian, v.59, no.2 (Fall 2021).
Spg 2022

Jodi Poe,
Professor

Wtr 2021

Editorial
Column

Poe, Jodi W. “From the Editor.” (Column)
Journal of Library & Information Services
in Distance Learning. (v.15 no.4, October December 2021), p.223.
Spg 2022

Peer-reviewed
Publication

Poe, Jodi (2022). “Where Did All the Journals
Go?” The Southeastern Librarian (v.69
no.4), pp.8-18. https://digitalcommons.
kennesaw.edu/seln/vol69/iss4/4

Yingqi Tang,
Professor

Spg 2022

Peer-reviewed
Publication

Peer-reviewed
Publication

Latham, Bethany. “A Perspective on Collaborative Partnerships to Expand Campus Buy-in for Digital Collections.” Digital
Library Perspectives, published online
30 March 2022; print volume information
forthcoming.

Peer-reviewed
Publication

Tseng, H., Kuo, Y.-C., Yeh, H.-T.,
Tang, Y. (2022). The Relationships of
Connectedness, Performance Proficiency,
Satisfaction, and Online Learning
Continuance Intention in Online Learning.
Online Learning Journal, 26(1), 285-301.
https://olj.onlinelearningconsortium.org/
index.php/olj/article/view/2637
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Faculty Research Award
Winners

Promotions and
Milestones

By: Kimberly Stevens

Library faculty are recognized at the annual Faculty
Awards ceremony.
Recipients of the JSU Faculty Research Awards are selected annually by the University’s
Faculty Research Committee. Presentation of the awards is made at the Faculty Awards
ceremony. To receive this award, the faculty member must have produced scholarship
within the discipline in the last year through the publication of books, book chapters,
or articles, or have presented at a conference. The following Library faculty received
awards at the Spring 2022 ceremony:
•

John-Bauer Graham, Dean of Library Services

•

Karlie Johnson, History, Geography & Anthropology Librarian

•

Bethany Latham, Digital Assets & Special Collections Librarian

•

Jodi Poe, Head of Technical Services

•

Yingqi Tang, Distance Education Librarian

Jodi Poe was also nominated for the Campus Technology Leadership Grant.

Congratulations are due to two Library
faculty. Kimberly Westbrooks (pictured
above left), HCL’s Business and Social
Sciences Librarian, has been granted tenure
and promoted to the rank of Associate
Professor. Jodi Poe (pictured above right),
the Library’s Head of Technical Services, has
been promoted to the rank of Distinguished
Professor. Both promotions will take effect
at the beginning of the Fall 2022 semester.

SERVICE PINS
The following Library faculty were
recognized this year for their milestone
years of service to JSU:
•
Jodi Poe | 30 years
•
Laurie Heathcock | 20 years
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Become a Member of the
Friends of the Library
Above: Dr.
Houston Cole
and Dr. Alta

Support your Library, and enjoy the benefits
of Friends of the Library membership.

Millican, Dean
of the Library,
with an artist’s
rendering of the
building.

Houston Cole Library
JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
700 Pelham Rd N
Jacksonville, AL 36265-1602
(256) 782-5758

While Library resources have
been a fundamental building
block of education at Jax State
since its inception, the campus
didn’t have a designated Library
building until 1939, when the
Ramona Wood Library was
constructed. The Library quickly
outgrew its home on the quad,
and by 1972, construction was
complete on a new, 13-story
Library building intended to
serve as the heart and hub of the
campus. The structure, which is
the tallest academic building in
Alabama, was named after JSU
President Emeritus Dr. Houston
Cole. Dr. Cole was a committed
scholar who believed in the
pursuit of knowledge as the overarching ideal for an institution
of higher learning. He valued

the Library as the centerpiece of
that ideal. Through its multitude
of resources and expert faculty
dedicated to helping patrons
meet information needs, the
Library supports every aspect
of JSU’s curriculum, as well as
offering services to the local
community. The Friends of
the Library plays an integral
role in promoting the Library
and helping enhance Library
resources in a time of reduced
budgets. Friends membership
brings with it check-out and
other privileges. The Library
greatly values your support, and
we’d love to welcome you to the
Friends. Visit the Circulation Desk
or
http://www.jsu.edu/library/
pdfs/friends/friendsmembership.
pdf and become a member today.

